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THE NEW MOSQUE

By the Glory and Will of Allah SWT, the Valley Muslim
Community Foundation has been able to purchase a new
masjid (mosque). The masjid, which was originally a church.

is located in Harrisonburg, Virginia—and is significanly

bigger than the previous Al Akram masjid. In fact, with

several rooms and a widened prayer arca. the new masjid is

SOON o serve as a multi-purpose center.

The variety ol activities that will take place include Arabic and
[slamic  lessons  for chitdren, youth group meetings. and
community-wide gatherings for celebrations. More importantly,

parents hope to provide their children a sense of culture and to

strengthen the ties of Islamic kinship through the shared space.

Buying the masjid certainly wasn’t easy, a sentiment apparent
after years of raising money for the down payment, navigating
the grueling process of  paperwork. and undergoing
renovations.renovations. But, after the Grace and Mercy ol
Allah  SWT. the VMCF  community’'s  cooperation
collaboration and shared etfort is the key that opened the door

to this wonderful achievement. Althamdulillah!

Article by Hind Mousa, edited by Israa Alhassani



k-

“A NEW MOSQUE’, 10> dnas NOVEMBER 2024
£ 1) * *

o daluodl AU coSad Guadledl oy all Lo
Lo Bt Ll Lglisody densS ol

gl § 42l 9235 030425 0w Lo £y
oSl £lgow JLW)U Y
90 ‘o.c.).]bg Bag>g0ll ilelal] 91 PPVERN ] 91 s>l
> o3 225 asled! DL Lans
QJL’ u“""’” s_JlJJg:mJL:'uI Mg le; u...)lJ P! n..!t.f-).u
&y ClMsl‘o.J ol pdelt oo .alll
o deold)l gV ol el U1 Ao dss
M)J! Bols us 9o ﬁMg M_).a.” asf))
AL LY Ry ol PRETIEIIRATR W |
ullotw.u ekl ull sls) w‘
e e L.»I Ol _he J.oa.”g M.L...oJl
e blasdl J:I e ol (pudl le 3yell
¥ e asadlg aoul P29
8ol

Sy dmeno)) Al SRS lTLs!

le 8 Logas I L] e b

u.s..\.” 5.\[...05 d.u).n.“ dsl)! ‘o..,l.q_,.; .la...-).a

o8 5o Jgl ks U g L ) |
RN

Y] s Jrwv-L.t 16\11\24 L ..\JJ.:W.]I
Aalall ) Lol

Article by Aya Zrhour, edited by Israa Athassani,

Valley Muslim Voice
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This event was hosted at JMU on 11/15/2024

“PALESTINE AND ME;%ﬁa

This event was hosted by the SIP (Students Faff |
Justice in Palestine) by JMU students

by Students for Justice in Palestine, to educate
the students about the Palestinian culture and to
share a meal prepared by the Muslim
community. A few people volunteered to speak
about culture in Palestine. Muawia Dames read
some chapters from “Living Through The
Nakba: Tales of a Palestinian Youth” by Nina
Bazouzi Cullers who is a Palestinian woman,
recalling her life under the Israeli occupation.
Three Palestinian sisters, daughters of Zaher
Zuhour, talked about the Palestinian culture.
Ayah Zuhour spoke about the resilience and
the deep roots of the culture and the fight
against Israel stealing major factors from the
culture. Dima Zuhour talked about the mass
destruction in Gaza and the heritage sites in
Palestine. Finally, Sara Zuhour talked about the
deep meaning of the olive tree, and its
connection to the land land ancestors. After
each speech the audience were allowed to
discuss what had been said, to get a good
understanding of what’s happening. The event
concluded with Palestinian songs and people
dancing the Palestinian dabke,
everyone beautifully.

uniting

Photo 1: Dima Zuhour speaking at the event
Photo 2: Sara Zuhour speaking about the importance of
the palestinian olive tree

onl1/12/2024. This event welcomed four
faculty members to talk about Palestine’s
history and their stories and experiences, to
present to a crowd of over 60 people of
students and community members. Professor
Israa Athassani talked about what happened

in Palestine between 1900-1948, under the
British Mandate. Dr. Tim Seide! spoke on the
Nakba which happened in 1948 the day
millions of Palestinians lives changed and the
recent history of the conflict. Dr. Robert
Bersson talked about his story of experiencing
his personal journey to Palestine. Finally, Dr.
Hasan Hamdan shared his family’s experiences
and history under the occupation. Once the
stories were shared, the event concluded with
two JMU students joining the panel to answer
and discuss questions from the audience.

Articles by Aya Zuhour
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